P.0. BOX G1, HONIARA
SOLOMON ISLANDS
TELEPHONE: 22202
FAX: 25470

OFFICE OF THE |
PRIME MINISTER

Ref: CAB: 14/7/10 5 September, 1998

John Meint Smith

P O Box 6480

UPPER MT GRAVATT 4122 QLD
BRISBANE

Australia

D_ear Mr Smith

I 'write in response to your letter dated 1/7/98 and 11/8/98, as directed by the
Prime Minister. ‘

Please understand that as much as you would like the matter to be resolved
amicably within the boundary of law, so does the Government.

, As a respectable Government, we do not want to see this issue drag on any
further as it is not in anyone’s interests. The matter had gone before Government
Lawyers and have officially advised the Government on the legal status of the issue.

This did not necessarily mean that these advises are entirely correct, as they can
be challenged in a court of law. My advice to you is for you to challenge the
Government in a court of law to defend your interests in this issue.

You ‘are fully aware that according to Attorney General's advice to the
Government, your Power of Attorney is not legally binding, and this being the case you
should challenge this advise in a court of law.

Unless you do this, the matter will not be resolved, as the Government will not
act outside of its legal advice. | strongly recommend then that you appoint a Lawyer to
act on your behalf as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely

()

E J Hunuehu ;
Special Secretary to the Prime Minister
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